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Model Branch/Conference Motion on Iraqi Trade Union Freedom and Defending Iraqi Oil
 

This Union Notes

 

1) The Iraqi Hydrocarbon law proposes a radical restructuring of the oil industry which will see foreign companies control the development and production of Iraq’s oil for up to 30 years.
2) The law’s provisions are unfair, untransparent and undemocratic and reflect the influence and interests of external actors; namely the US and British governments and foreign oil companies.
3) The contracts being pushed will cost Iraq billions of dollars in lost revenue and surrender the country’s sovereignty to foreign interests for generations to come.
 
This Union Believes
 

1) That  legislation such as the Hydrocarbon Law, which will have a major impact on the future of Iraq's economy, should not be passed while the country is still effectively under occupation.
2) Long term contracts which give foreign and private companies control of production and development of Iraqi oil should not be signed when Iraq is still effectively under occupation.
3) That decisions on the Iraqi oil industry should be made by the Iraqi people without outside interference.
4) That Iraqi civil society including trade unions and industry experts should be involved in the formulation of oil legislation.
5) That Iraqi trade unions have the right to organise and take collective action, including industrial action to protect their industries.

 
This Union Resolves
 
1) To strengthen our support for Iraqi trades unions in opposing oil privatisation and in seeking alternatives to it.
2) To campaign to stop the signing of contracts under the Hydrocarbon Law which rip off the Iraqi people.
3) For the executive committee to write to Tony Blair, Margaret Beckett and Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri Al Maliki, Oil Minister Dr Hussein Sharastani and Labour Minister Mahmud Jawad al-Radi to express our strong concerns.

4) To organise solidarity actions in response to industrial action undertaken by Iraqi unions against plans to sell out the oil industry.

5) To affiliate to the HANDS OFF IRAQI OIL CAMPAIGN and make a financial donation towards Iraqi oil unions which are at the forefront of organising against the oil law and unfair contracts

 
Proposed ………….

